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27th November, 2023 
 
Dear Creative Australia Selection Panel, 
  
My name is Clare Bowditch: I’ve worked in our Creative Industries for over twenty years, I’ve 
kept my eyes are ears open, and during that time, one of the things I have learnt is this: you 
will rarely find a more passionate, hard-working advocate for Australian culture (and the 
power of creative-contribution) than Catherine Deveny, whose application for the Keesing 
Paris Residency is one I passionately and whole-heartedly support. 
  
I’ve had the privilege of knowing Catherine personally for over a decade, and my admiration 
for her extends far beyond our years of friendship. I used to read her columns and think 
“Thank Goodness – someone just told the truth!”. She has a unique talent for anticipating 
and shaping our national conversation by consistently spotting the zeitgeist. Whether at a 
dinner party or at work, Catherine is the person you want in the room. Her curiosity, open-
minded-ness, knowledge of light and shade, and rare ability to include a multitude of what 
may look like contradictory perspectives make her a much-revered catalyst for rich and 
meaningful discussions.  This makes Catherine, without a doubt, one of the most unique, 
generative and immensely valuable long-contributing Australian artists we have.  
  
As a speaker at my Big Hearted Business Un-Conference in 2012, her ability to ask bold, 
profound questions and guide individuals to recognize their own strengths was awe-
inspiring. Dozens of them have gone on to do her ‘Gunna’s’ work-shops, and the care and 
value of what she has brought to their lives, their gratitude for her mentoring, would take a 
book to explain.  
  
Suffice to say, I know the good that a human like Catherine would make of a rare 
opportunity like the one on offer. I would be hard-pressed to think of an artist who would 
be more grateful, or make better use of it what she learns. She is not – never has been - 
here for a hair-cut or a free-ride; she is here to do the often uncomfortable work that hope 
and pray our artists will have the courage and heart to do. Her authenticity, humour, 
generosity, boldness and insightful perspective are legendary. Her commitment to 
continuous learning and her exceptional ability to teach inclusively make her an invaluable 
asset to the Australian artistic landscape. Her work seeks something far more meaningful 
than merely ‘agreement or being liked’ – her work and her innate skill as a collaborator is of 
the calibre that pushes our culture forward, and allows us to mature as a Nation.  
  
In short - I believe Catherine is the perfect candidate for the Keesing Paris Residency. 
Everything she learns, she will put to use back here in Australia. Her passion, dedication, 
courage, skill and unique perspective make her an artist whose work continues to leave an 
indelible mark on our cultural landscape. I do not believe Australia has ever correctly 
recognised her for the scale of her contribution in the lives of fellow artists, and I don’t think 
she cares if we do; she’s just here to tell the truth, and she will, and that’s why we need her 
to go to Paris, and come back again, with new and important thoughts to share.  
  
Do not hesitate to contact me for any further information.  
 
Sincerely,  
  
Clare Bowditch 
+61 (0) 401970700 
clarebowdo@gmail.com 
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